
 To Our Guests and Visitors about Receiving Holy Communion: 

1. In Orthodox churches, Holy Communion is given to and received only by 

members of the Orthodox Church (the baptized and chrismated who strive to 

live in repentance, faith, and godliness). 

2.  If you are non-Orthodox, please refrain from approaching the Chalice, but speak 

with Fr. Jonathan after the Liturgy.  If you are Orthodox and unfamiliar to the 

Priest, please introduce yourself to Fr. Jonathan prior to the Liturgy, otherwise at 

the Chalice. 

3. Please approach the Chalice in the following order:  children first; then row-

by-row from the front of Church, going to the Chalice on the side you are 

positioned (if there are two Chalices), returning to your place by the outside 

aisle past the table with the antidoron (bread and wine). 

 

Prayers of Holy Oblation are offered for the Health of: 
Archprst. Dimitri    Archprst. Stephen Archprst. Elias Mat. Marion Irene  

Laurie   Barbara  Tanya  Nicole & Noelle Eli 

Joshua  Mark  Nick  Nina  Charles 

Gregory  Ronald  Ricardo  Nancy  Deanna  

Bill  Kay  Lydia  Mary  Mikey 

Patrick  Maksim  Richard  Kathy  Dolores 

John  Jerry  Sbdcn. Joseph Dn. John  Charlotte 

Tharika & newborn daughter 

 

Prayers of Holy Oblation are offered in Memory of: 
Katherine 

        

September Birthdays: 
Will Bortins (9/3)  Jessie Insley (9/7)  Bryan P. Ewers (9/17) 

Laurie Kohanik (9/20) Warren Caterson (9/23) Larissa Ciampa (9/26) 

George Cordero (9/27)  

   

 

  

TO SPONSOR COFFEE HOUR, please sign up on the calendar book on the glass case.   

COFFEE HOUR.   

   

St. Mark is a Parish of the OCA Diocese of the South under the leadership of 

Metropolitan Tikhon and Archbishop Alexander.  Our mission is to be a spiritual 

home to all who enter; to be a Christ-like community of Orthodox Christians; to be 

active in worship, fellowship, and witness, through participation in the Sacraments to 

come into close union with God. 

 

If you are unable to attend services, but wish to continue your Stewardship 

contributions, send them to PO Box 1315, Bradenton FL, 34206. 

 

Memorial Bricks for the St. Mark Memorial Garden can be ordered 

at www.thatsmybrick.com/stmarkorthodox. You can order a 4"x 8" or 8"x8" 

brick with or without an Orthodox Cross, the number of characters vary 

accordingly.  If you have any questions about the ordering process, see Fr. 

Jonathan. 

St. Mark Orthodox Church 
1517 57th Street E 

Bradenton, FL 34208 
 

“The Messenger” 
 

V. Rev. Fr. Jonathan Cholcher 

Rector 
 

V. Rev. Fr. Stephen Plumlee 

Attached 

 
 

Sub-Deacon James Abraham 

 

 

Parish Phone: (941)-749-7662 

Parish Website:  Bradentonorthodox.org 

www.facebook.com/St.MarkOrthodoxChurch 

Parish E-mail:  stmarkocarector@gmail.com 

Fr. Jonathan’s Cell: (941)-807-5393 

Office Hours:  W, Th, F 10:00 AM – Noon 

 

This week at St. Mark 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 15, 2024 Tone 3 

12th Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday After the Exaltation of the Cross 

Greatmartyr Nicetas the Goth 

 

18  Wednesday 4:45 PM Parish Council Meeting 

6:00 PM Vespers/Faith & Life Class (Rev. 22) 

19  Thursday 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy 

21  Saturday 3:30 P M Intro to Orthodoxy 

  5:00 PM Great Vespers 

22  Sunday 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy 

  3:00 PM Michael Coliane and Alexys Siagel  

Wedding 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M  

 

http://www.thatsmybrick.com/stmarkorthodox


Prokeimenon  Tone 7  (Sunday After the Exaltation )                                                    

Extol the Lord our God: / worship at His footstool for He is holy! (Ps. 98:5)   

V. The Lord reigns, let the people tremble! (Ps. 98:1a) 

Galatians 2:16-20 (Epistle, Sunday After the Exaltation)                                                                

knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith 

in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be 

justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the 

works of the law no flesh shall be justified.  But if, while we seek to be 

justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefore 

a minister of sin? Certainly not! For if I build again those things which I 

destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.  For I through the law died to 

the law that I might live to God.  I have been crucified with Christ; it is 

no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live 

in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

Himself for me. 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (Epistle)                                                                         

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which 

also you received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you 

hold fast that word which I preached to you – unless you believed in vain.  For I 

delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our 

sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again 

the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen by Cephas, then 

by the twelve.  After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of 

whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep.  After 

that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles.  Then last of all He was seen 

by me also, as by one born out of due time.  For I am the least of the apostles, 

who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of 

God.  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not 

in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of 

God which was with me.  Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach and 

so you believed. 

Mark 8:34-9:1 (Gospel, Sunday After the Exaltation)                                                                       

When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to 

them, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 

cross, and follow Me.  For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever 

loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it.  For what will it profit a 

man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?  Or what will a man give 

in exchange for his soul?  For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed 

when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”  And He said to 

them, “Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not 

taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power.” 

Matthew 19:16-26 (Gospel)                                                                           

Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing shall I 

do that I may have eternal life?”  So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? 

No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the 

commandments.”  He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said, “’You shall not 

murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not 

bear false witness,’ ’Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.’ “The young man said to Him, “All these things I have 

kept from my youth. What do I still lack?”  Jesus said to him, “If you want to be 

perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure 

in heaven; and come, follow Me.”  But when the young man heard that saying, 

he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.  Then Jesus said to His 

disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the 

kingdom of heaven.  And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through 

the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.  When His 

disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be 

saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, 

but with God all things are possible.” 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

➢ Our Parish website is www.bradentonorthodox.org.  Please check it out 

and give any feedback you might have to Fr. Jonathan or a Council 

member.  See also www.facebook.com/St.MarkOrthodoxChurch. 

➢ A COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR SHEET is located on the glass 

bookstore case in the Narthex.  Please consider sponsoring Coffee Hour 

in 2024.  Speak with Marsha Blazso for more information. 

➢ Immediately following each Divine Liturgy as we venerate the 

Cross, we pray the Post-Communion Prayers.  Please 

maintain quiet until the prayers are completed. 

➢ Architectural drawings and an artist’s rendition of a proposed fellowship 

hall for St. Mark Church are on display in the Narthex.  Please join us in 

prayer seeking God’s will for the realization of this project.  We are 

currently completing the first phase of the project, a lift station tying into 

the city sewer (and eliminating our current septic). 

➢ Third Quarter Charity (July- September): FOCUS North America 

(Fellowship of Orthodox Christians United to Serve).  Please designate 

your Charity offering on the check memo line, or in an envelope. 

➢ A Baby Shower for Siena Brooks, newborn of Catechumen Jordan and 

Tharika Brooks, is being planned for October 12 at the home of Cathy 

Johns.  More details will be forthcoming. 

➢ Please note we are collecting Monthly Donations for the local Food 

Bank in the baskets in the Narthex.  For the month of September, we are 

collecting non-sugary cereals and peanut butter.  Thank you! 

http://www.bradentonorthodox.org/


Hymns after the Entrance with the Gospel:                                                           

Troparion Tone 3  (Resurrection)                                                          

Let the heavens rejoice!                                                                                                    

Let the earth be glad!                                                                                                          

For the Lord has shown strength with His arm.                                                                 

He has trampled down death by death.                                                                         

He has become the first born of the dead.                                                                      

He has delivered us from the depths of hell,                                                                  

and has granted to the world//                                                                                        

great mercy. 

Troparion Tone 1  (Exaltation of the Cross)                                                                    

O Lord, save Thy people,                                                                                               

and bless Thine inheritance!                                                                                        

Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians                                                                         

over their adversaries;                                                                                                    

and by virtue of Thy Cross,//                                                                                        

preserve Thy habitation! 

Troparion Tone 4     (St. Mark)                                                                                                                                       

From your childhood the light of truth enlightened you, O Mark                                                                                                                        

And you loved the labor of Christ the Savior                                                                                                                         

Therefore you followed Peter with zeal                                                                                                                              

And served Paul well as a fellow laborer//                                                                                                                        

And you enlighten the world with your Holy Gospel 

Troparion  Tone 3  (St. Nicetas)                                                       

Thou didst defeat error and didst triumph in martyrdom,                                          

Nicetas, namesake of victory;                                                                                        

for thou didst conquer the ranks of the enemy                                                               

and didst end thy ↑contest by fire.//                                                                                 

Pray to Christ our God to grant us His great mercy! 

Kontakion Tone 3  (Resurrection)                                                          

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One,                                    

leading us from the gates of death.                                                                                    

On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices;                                                                    

with the Prophets and Patriarchs//                                                                                  

they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power. 

Kontakion  Tone 2  (St. Mark)                                                     

You did receive the grace of the Spirit from on high                                                

Destroying the snares of the orators                                                                              

You did hunt all the nations O Apostle                                                                              

And led them to your Master//                                                                                          

O glorious Mark the preacher of the Gospel of God 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 

Kontakion Tone 2  (St. Nicetas)                                                          

Thou didst stand firm and didst defeat delusion                                                                                      

and hast received thy martyr’s crown, Nicetas, namesake of victory;                                   

thou art rejoicing with the Angels,//                                                                         

together with them thou art praying unceasingly to Christ God for us all. 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen 

Kontakion Tone 4  (Exaltation of the Cross*)                                                                 

As Thou wast voluntarily raised upon the Cross for our sake,                                            

grant mercy to those who are called by Thy Name, O Christ God;                             

make all Orthodox Christians glad by Thy power,                                                 

granting them victories over their adversaries//                                                               

by bestowing on them the invincible trophy, Thy weapon of peace! 

__________ 
 

* Being the Afterfeast of the Exaltation of the Cross (Sept. 14), when the Cross 

remains in the center of the Church, at the end of the services we sing the following 

hymn three times with prostrations: 

Before Thy Cross we bow down in worship, O Master,  / and Thy holy 

Resurrection we glorify. (prostration) 

 

Also, yesterday during the Divine Liturgy for the Feast, three persons were received 

into membership of Christ and the Orthodox Church: Alexys Joan Siagel by Baptism 

and Chrismation, and Michael Coliane and James Bovienzo by Chrismation.  God 

grant them many years of peace, health, salvation, and furtherance in all things. 


