
Concerning Holy Communion: 

1. If you are a communicant member of an Orthodox parish, you are 

welcome to receive Holy Communion at Saint Mark’s.  If possible, 

and this is preferred, announce your intention to receive Communion 

to Fr. Jonathan prior to the Liturgy, or at the Chalice. 

2. If you are not a member of the Orthodox Church, please refrain from 

approaching the Chalice for Communion.  Instead, you are welcome 

to receive some of the blessed bread (antidoron) from a small side 

table, and introduce yourself to Fr. Jonathan following the Liturgy. 
 

Prayers of Holy Oblation are offered for the Health of: 
Archpr. Dimitri     Archpr. Stephen Archpr. Elias Mat. Marion Sbdn. Joseph 

Irene   Laurie   Barbara  Tanya   Nina 

Nicole & Noelle Eli  Joshua  Mark  Nick 

Carolyn  Charles  Gregory  Ricardo  Nancy 

Deanna  Karen  Peter  Bill  Kay 

Lydia  Mary  Mike  Patrick  Maksim 

Richard  Kathy  Dolores  John  Jerry 

Charlotte  Alexandra Zina  Faith   Madison 

Heather  Nicholas  George  Natalie and newborn daughter 

Expecting mothers and unborn children: Moriah, Cassia, Arlie, and Alexys 

 

Prayers of Holy Oblation are offered in Memory of: 
Infant Grant  

 

July Birthdays: 

Fr. Jonathan (7/5)  Maximus Montes (7/5) Nick Orras (7/6)  

Abigail Michael (7/7) Ed Evancho (7/17)  Alex Jebelev (7/19)  

Elena Grayton (7/22)  

  

TO SPONSOR COFFEE HOUR, please sign up on the calendar book on the glass case.   

COFFEE HOUR.   

 

 

Memorial Bricks for the St. Mark Memorial Garden can be ordered 

at www.thatsmybrick.com/stmarkorthodox. You can order a 4"x 8" or 8"x8" 

brick with or without an Orthodox Cross, the number of characters vary 

accordingly.  If you have any questions about the ordering process, see Fr. 

Jonathan. 

 

Financial Donations can now be made via 

PayPal by clicking the link on our parish 

webpage, or by scanning this QR code. 
 

You may also mail donations to: P.O. Box 1315, 

Bradenton, FL 34206. 

St. Mark Orthodox Church 
1517 57th Street E 

Bradenton, FL 34208 
 

“The Messenger” 
 

V. Rev. Fr. Jonathan Cholcher 

Rector 
 

V. Rev. Fr. Stephen Plumlee 

Attached 

 
Sub-Deacon James Abraham 

 

Parish Phone: (941)-749-7662 

Parish Website:  Bradentonorthodox.org 

www.facebook.com/St.MarkOrthodoxChurch 

Parish E-mail:  stmarkocarector@gmail.com 

Fr. Jonathan’s Cell: (941)-807-5393 

Usual Weekly Office Hours:   

Wed. 11 AM-1 PM & Fri. 9:00 AM to Noon 

 

This week at St. Mark 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, July 13, 2025 Tone 4 

5h Sunday after Pentecost 

Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Six Ecumenical 

Councils 

  
St. Mark is a Parish of the OCA Diocese of the South under the leadership of 

Metropolitan Tikhon and Archbishop Alexander.  Our mission is to be a spiritual 

home to all who enter; to be a Christ-like community of Orthodox Christians; to be 

active in worship, fellowship, and witness, through participation in the Sacraments to 

come into close union with God. 

[This week Fr. Jonathan and Daniel Button will be attending the 

21st All-American Council of the Orthodox Church in America 

in Phoenix, AZ.] 

16 Wednesday 6:00 PM Vespers/Scripture Reading 

19 Saturday 3:00 PM Intro to Orthodoxy 

  5:00 PM Great Vespers 

20 Sunday 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy (Blessing of  

Cars/Vehicles to follow) 

   

   
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thatsmybrick.com/stmarkorthodox


Prokeimenon  Tone 4  (Resurrection)                                                               

O Lord, how manifold are Thy works; / in wisdom hast Thou made them all.   

(Ps. 103:26) 

V. Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord, my God, Thou art very great! (Ps. 103:1) 

Prokeimenon  Tone 4  (Song of the Three Holy Children) 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, / and praised and glorified is Thy 

Name forever! 

Romans 10:1-10 (Epistle)                                                                                 

Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may 

be saved.  For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not 

according to knowledge.  For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, 

and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to 

the righteousness of God.  For Christ is the end of the law for 

righteousness to everyone who believes.  For Moses writes about the 

righteousness which is of the law, “The man who does those things shall 

live by them.”   But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do not 

say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ 

down from above) or, ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to 

bring Christ up from the dead).  But what does it say? “The word is near 

you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which 

we preach):  that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 

believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be 

saved.  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the 

mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

Hebrews 13:7-16 (Epistle, Fathers)                                                           

Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to 

you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.  Jesus 

Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  Do not be carried about 

with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be 

established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who 

have been occupied with them.  We have an altar from which those who 

serve the tabernacle have no right to eat.  For the bodies of those animals, 

whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are 

burned outside the camp.  Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify 

the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate.  Therefore let us 

go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach.  For here we 

have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come.  Therefore by Him 

let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 

our lips, giving thanks to His name.  But do not forget to do good and to 

share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 

Matthew 8:28-9:1 (Gospel)                                                                             

When He had come to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, 

there met Him two demon-possessed men, coming out of the tombs, 

exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way.  And suddenly they 

cried out, saying, “What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God? 

Have You come here to torment us before the time?” Now a good way off 

from them there was a herd of many swine feeding.  So the demons begged 

Him, saying, “If You cast us out, permit us to go away into the herd of 

swine.”  And He said to them, “Go.” So when they had come out, they 

went into the herd of swine. And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran 

violently down the steep place into the sea, and perished in the water.  

Then those who kept them fled; and they went away into the city and told 

everything, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men.  

And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus. And when they saw 

Him, they begged Him to depart from their region.  So He got into a boat, 

crossed over, and came to His own city. 

John 17:1-13 (Gospel, Fathers)                                                                       

Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, 

the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, 

as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give 

eternal life to as many as You have given Him.  And this is eternal life, 

that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You 

have sent.  I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work 

which You have given Me to do.  And now, O Father, glorify Me together 

with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.  

I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out 

of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept 

Your word.  Now they have known that all things which You have given 

Me are from You.  For I have given to them the words which You have 

given Me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I 

came forth from You; and they have believed that You sent Me.  I pray 

for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given 

Me, for they are Yours.  And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, 

and I am glorified in them.  Now I am no longer in the world, but these 

are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your 

name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are.  

While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those 

whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son 

of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.  But now I come to You, 

and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled 

in themselves. 



Hymns after the Entrance with the Gospel:                                                           

Troparion Tone 4   (Resurrection)                                  

When the women disciples of the Lord                                                         

learned from the angel the joyous message of Thy Resurrection,                          

they cast away the ancestral curse                                                                        

and elatedly told the apostles:                                                                         

“Death is overthrown!                                                                                       

Christ God is risen,//                                                                                   

granting the world great mercy!” 

Troparion Tone 8   (Fathers)                                        

Thou art most glorious, O Christ our God,                                                  

Who hast established the Holy Fathers as lights on the earth.                     

Through them Thou hast guided us to the True Faith.//                                  

O greatly compassionate One, glory to Thee! 

Kontakion Tone 4   (Resurrection)                                                         

My Savior and Redeemer                                                                                     

as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from their chains.   

He has shattered the gates of hell,                                                                     

and as Master,//                                                                                                        

He has risen on the third day! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  

Kontakion Tone 8   (Fathers)                                                        
In asceticism thou wast revealed to be an earthly Angel,                  

continually enlightening the thoughts of the faithful with divine signs.//                                                                                             

Therefore we honor thee with faith, venerable Sisoes. 

now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen 

Theotokion Tone 6                                                                            

Steadfast Protectress of Christians                                                               

Constant Advocate before the Creator                                                               

Do not despise the cries of us sinners                                                               

But in your goodness come speedily to help us who call on you in faith   

Hasten to hear our petitions and to intercede for us, O Theotokos//              

For you always protect those who honor you! 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

➢ Our Parish website is www.bradentonorthodox.org.  See also 

www.facebook.com/St.MarkOrthodoxChurch. 

➢ A COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR SHEET is located on the glass 

bookstore case in the Narthex.  Please consider sponsoring Coffee 

Hour in 2025.  Speak with Cathy Johns for more information. 

➢ Immediately following each Divine Liturgy as we 

venerate the Cross, we pray the Post-Communion 

Prayers.  Please maintain quiet until the prayers are 

completed. 

➢ Quarterly Charity (July-September): Orthodox Christian 

Prison Ministry (OCPM), provides spiritual care, enabling people 

in prison to find hope and purpose in their lives.   You can give by 

designated check or marked envelope. 

➢ Debt Reduction Thermometer – on the back wall 

of the Narthex, tracking our progress in eliminating our 

building mortgage debt.  Consider how God is leading you 

to contribute to reducing our debt! 

➢ Brokerage Account at Fidelity – Saint Mark 

Church has established a brokerage account at Fidelity 

services.  Contact Michael Kulisz (Church Treasurer) or 

Bob Matzkevich (Parish Council Warden/President) for additional 

information, or with questions regarding the donation of securities. 

➢ Vespers followed by Scripture Reading – beginning at 6:00 PM 

each Wednesday, we hear from the Wisdom of Sirach, 1 

Corinthians, and the Gospel of Matthew.  “He who has ears to hear, 

let him hear!” 

➢ Craft Fair and Bake Sale – being planned by our 

Myrrhbearers for November 2025.  All Crafters and Bakers, contact 

Arlie Button to participate. 

➢ The Myrrhbearers will meet today following Divine Liturgy.  All 

Ladies are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

➢ Parish Council will meet at 6:00 PM on Thursday, July 24; among 

our important agenda items, the Council will be considering the 

repair of the cupola atop and ceiling inside the dome of the Church. 

➢ Next Sunday, July 20, we commemorate the Prophet Elijah who 

ascended into heaven in the fiery chariot; thus, the blessing of cars 

and vehicles will follow the Divine Liturgy. 

http://www.bradentonorthodox.org/

