
Concerning Holy Communion: 

1. If you are a communicant member of an Orthodox parish, you are 

welcome to receive Holy Communion at Saint Mark’s.  If possible, 

and this is preferred, announce your intention to receive Communion 

to Fr. Jonathan prior to the Liturgy, or at the Chalice. 

2. If you are not a member of the Orthodox Church, please refrain from 

approaching the Chalice for Communion.  Instead, you are welcome 

to receive some of the blessed bread (antidoron) from a small side 

table, and introduce yourself to Fr. Jonathan following the Liturgy. 
 

Prayers of Holy Oblation are offered for the Health of: 
Archpr. Dimitrie     Archpr. Elias Mat. Marion Sbdn. Joseph Sbdcn. James 

Laurie   Barbara  Tanya   Nina  Robert 

Eli  Nicole & Noelle Joshua  Nick  Carolyn 

Charles  Gregory  Ricardo  Nancy  Karen 

Peter  Kay  Lydia  Mary  Mikey 

Patrick  Maksim  Richard  Kathy  Dolores 

John  Zina  Melissa  Stephanie  Elena 

Heather  Nicholas  George  David  Trudy 

Susan  Frances  Alma 

Laura and n.b. son; Augusta, Elizabeth, and Anna, and n.b. daughters 

Expecting mothers and unborn children: Hayley, Moriah, Kayleigh, Savannah, Wanda, and 

Kristen 

 

Prayers of Holy Oblation are offered in Memory of: 

Irene (Zarnoski)  Barb (McCollum)  Henry (Hirschberg) 
 

July Birthdays: 
Luisa Kosar (07/01)  Artur Koval (07/03)  Savannah Doyle (07/04)  

Fr. Jonathan Cholcher (07/05) Maximus Montes (07/05) Nick Orras (07/06) 

Maksim Mirnyi (07/06) Abigail Michael (07/07) Joseph Doyle (07/09)  
Xenia Shanks (07/10)  Martin Esgar (07/15)  Ed Evancho (07/17) 

Alex Jebelev (07/19)  Chris Fussell, Sr. (07/19) Elena Grayton (07/22) 

Penelope Fussell (07/22) Laura Frey (07/22)  Elias Burch (07/24) 
Braden Shanks (07/25) Sophia Skubey (07/28) Kayleigh Mora (07/29) 

Steve Skubey (07/30) 

  

Memorial Bricks for the St. Mark Memorial Garden can be ordered 

at www.thatsmybrick.com/stmarkorthodox. You can order a 4"x 8" or 8"x8" brick with 

or without an Orthodox Cross, the number of characters vary accordingly.  If you have 

any questions about the ordering process, see Fr. Jonathan. 

 

Financial Donations can now be made via PayPal by 

clicking the link on our parish webpage, or by 

scanning this QR code. 

 

You may also mail donations to: P.O. Box 1315, 

Bradenton, FL 34206. 

St. Mark Orthodox Church 
1517 57th Street E 

Bradenton, FL 34208 
 

“The Messenger” 
 

V. Rev. Fr. Jonathan Cholcher 

Rector 
 

Sub-Deacon James Abraham 

Sub-Deacon Joseph McKenzie 

 

Parish Phone: (941)-749-7662 

Parish Website:  Bradentonorthodox.org 

www.facebook.com/St.MarkOrthodoxChurch 

Parish E-mail:  stmarkocarector@gmail.com 

Fr. Jonathan’s Cell: (941)-807-5393 

Usual Weekly Office Hours:   

Wed. 11 AM-1 PM & Fri. 9:00 AM to Noon 

 

This week at St. Mark 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, July 12, 2026 Tone 5 

6th Sunday after Pentecost 

Martyrs Proclus and Hilary 

Ven. Michael of Maleinus 

 

 

St. Mark is a Parish of the OCA Diocese of the South under the leadership of 

Metropolitan Tikhon and Archbishop Alexander.  Our mission is to be a spiritual 

home to all who enter; to be a Christ-like community of Orthodox Christians; to be 

active in worship, fellowship, and witness, through participation in the Sacraments to 

come into close union with God. 

12 Sunday 9:30 PM Divine Liturgy 

14 Tuesday 6:00 PM Men’s Group (at Church) 

15 Wednesday   6:00 PM Vespers/Scripture Class 

16 Thursday 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy 

  6:00 PM Parish Council 

18  Saturday 3:00 PM Intro to Orthodoxy 

  5:00 PM Great Vespers 

19 Sunday 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy 
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http://www.thatsmybrick.com/stmarkorthodox


Prokeimenon  Tone 5  (Resurrection)                                       

Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us / and preserve us from this generation forever.  (Ps. 11:7) 

V. Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly! (Ps. 11:1a) 

 

Romans 12:6-14 (Epistle)                                                                                    

Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use 

them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us 

use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in 

exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who 

shows mercy, with cheerfulness.  Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is 

evil. Cling to what is good.  Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly 

love, in honor giving preference to one another; not lagging in diligence, fervent 

in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing 

steadfastly in prayer; distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.  

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 

Romans 6:3-11 (Epistle, Baptism) 

Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into His death?  Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism 

into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been united 

together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of 

His resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that 

the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of 

sin.  For he who has died has been freed from sin.  Now if we died with Christ, 

we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been 

raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.  For 

the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He 

lives to God.  Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but 

alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Matthew 9:1-8 (Gospel)                                                                                      

So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city.  Then behold, they 

brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said 

to the paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you.”  And at once 

some of the scribes said within themselves, “This Man blasphemes!” But Jesus, 

knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? For which 

is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk’? But 

that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins” – 

then He said to the paralytic, “Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”  

And he arose and departed to his house.  Now when the multitudes saw it, they 

marveled and glorified God, who had given such power to men. 

Matthew 28:16-20 (Gospel, Baptism) 

Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus 

had appointed for them.  When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some 

doubted.  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been 

given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I 

am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen.” 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

➢ Our Parish website is www.bradentonorthodox.org. 

➢ A COFFEE HOUR VOLUNTEER CLEAN-UP LIST is located on the serving 

table in the Narthex.  Please consider helping with Coffee Hour in 2025.  Speak 

with Cathy Johns, Marsha Blazso, or Kim Hinkle for more information. 

➢ Quarterly Charity (July-September): Salvation Army Family Shelter (in 
Bradenton), providing a safe and stable environment for families in crisis to 
recover.  Please give generously by designated check or envelope. 

➢ Brokerage Account at Fidelity – Saint Mark Church has 

established a brokerage account at Fidelity services.  Contact Evan 

Miller (Church Treasurer) or another Parish Council member for 

additional information, or with questions regarding the donation of 

securities 

➢ PARISH COUNCIL meets this Thursday, July 16, at 6:00 PM here at Church. 
➢ A newly formed Saint Mark Safety Committee met yesterday to consider three 

primary issues: a parish policy regarding concealed carry and firearm possession 

while at Church; first aid preparation and supplies; and measures to assure calm 

reaction and ease of movement during emergency situations.  To give your input 

to the Committee, speak with Fr. Jonathan. 

➢ Diocese of the South Annual Assembly – will take place in St. Augustine, FL, 

July 21-24, 2026.  Our current Diocesan Bishop, Archbishop Alexander, will be 

retiring at the end of the Assembly, at which time the next Diocesan Bishop will 

be selected (probably our current Auxiliary Bishop Gerasim of Fort Worth, TX).  

Fr. Jonathan and Subdeacon James Abraham will be attending the Assembly. 

➢ TODAY just prior to Liturgy, Connor and Emma Biffle will be 

Chrismated, and during Divine Liturgy their daughter Phoebe and her 

cousin, Constantine DeNardo, son of Michael and Belle DeNardo, 

will be baptized into Christ.  Each couple is Godparents to the other’s 

child, and both households will come first for Holy Communion with the rest of 

the Saint Mark Church family.  God grant Connor and Emma, Phoebe, 

Constantine, Michael and Belle many years! 

➢ Our Book Club began a new book, The Screwtape Letters, by C. S. Lewis.  

Copies of the book are available in the display case in the Narthex.  The Book 

Club meets next on Tuesday, July 21, at 6:30 PM at the UTC Barnes and Noble 

Café in Sarasota.  All are welcome to join the discussion. 

➢ MEN’S GROUP meets this Tuesday, July 14, at 6:00 PM here at Church.  All men 
are invited and welcome for food, fellowship, and conversation.  If you’re able, 
bring a dish to share for the meal. 

 

http://www.bradentonorthodox.org/


Hymns after the Entrance with the Gospel:     

Troparion  Tone 5   (Resurrection)                                                      

Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word,                                                           

co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit,                                                                              

born for our salvation from the Virgin;                                                                         

for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh,                                                      

to endure death, 

and to raise the dead// 

by His glorious Resurrection. 

 

Troparion Tone 4      (St. Mark)                                                                                                                                       

From your childhood the light of truth enlightened you, O Mark                                                                                                                     

And you loved the labor of Christ the Savior                                                                                                                         

Therefore you followed Peter with zeal                                                                                                                              

And served Paul well as a fellow laborer//                                                                                                                        

And you enlighten the world with your Holy Gospel. 

Troparion Tone 8   (Ven. Michael)                                       

The image of God was truly preserved in thee, O Father,                                                 

for thou didst take up the Cross and follow Christ.                                                          

By so doing, thou taughtest us to disregard the flesh for it passes away;                        

but to care instead for the soul, for it is immortal.//                                             

Therefore thy spirit, venerable Michael, rejoices with the angels. 

Kontakion Tone 5   (Resurrection)                                     

Thou didst descend into hell, O my Savior,                                                             

shattering its gates as Almighty,                                                                        

resurrecting the dead as Creator,                                                                                      

and destroying the sting of death.                                                                                 

Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of man,//                                        

and we cry to Thee: “O Lord, save us!” 

Kontakion  Tone 2   (St. Mark)                                             

You did receive the grace of the Spirit from on high                                          

Destroying the snares of the orators                                                                              

You did hunt all the nations O Apostle                                                                        

And led them to your Master//                                                                                      

O glorious Mark the preacher of the Gospel of God. 

Kontakion Tone 4   (Martyrs)                                            

Like the morning star,                                                                                                    

your glorious sufferings enlighten us with holy miracles.                                                         

We celebrate you memory, O Proclus and Hilary;                                                       

pray to Christ our God for us//                                                                                      

that He will save our souls! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 

 

Troparion Tone 2  (Ven. Michael)                                                   

By thy deeds thou didst wither the arrogance of the flesh;                                            

and through enlightenment thou gavest wings to thine agility of spirit.                                  

Thou wast revealed as a dwelling-place of the Trinity,                                                 

Whom now thou dost clearly behold.//                                                                        

O blessed Michael, unceasingly pray for us all! 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen 

Theotokion Tone 6                                                                                   

Steadfast Protectress of Christians                                                                        

Constant Advocate before the Creator                                                               

Despise not the cries of us sinners                                                                              

But in your goodness come speedily to help us who call on you in faith             

Hasten to hear our petitions and to intercede for us, O Theotokos//                         

For you always protect those who honor you! 

 

Immediately following each Divine Liturgy as we venerate the 

Cross, we pray the Post-Communion Prayers.  Please maintain 

quiet until the prayers are completed; then, we begin Coffee Hour. 

 

Reception of Christian Converts to Orthodoxy 

 As for those heretics who betake themselves to Orthodox, and to the lot of 

the saved, we accept them in accordance with the subjoined sequence and custom; 1) 

those who were baptized in the same manner as the Orthodox, that is, in water in the 

name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (because they acknowledge God to be the 

Holy Trinity), they are not rebaptized but must recant every heresy not in accordance 

with Orthodoxy, and they are sealed with the holy chrism (chrismated; Acts 2:38; 2 

Cor. 1:21-22; 1 Jn. 2:20, 27); and 2) those who were not baptized in the Orthodox 

manner (and do not acknowledge God to be the Holy Trinity), they are instructed and 

baptized and then chrismated, just as every other unbaptized convert to the Orthodox 

Christian Church (see Canon 7 of the Second Ecumenical Council [381 A.D.]; 

Quinisext, Canon 95 [681 A.D.]; St. Basil, Canon 47). 

 Concerning heretical believers, some have broken entirely and become 

alienated from the Christian faith itself.  Some are divided from the unity of the 

Church because of quarrels over doctrine and practice.  Some are gathered by leaders 

(pastors) unwilling to be subordinate to the Church and those who are simply 

uneducated and adhere to their own faulty understanding (see St. Basil, Canon 1). 

 As for those who baptize in an Orthodox manner but remain separated from 

the unity of the Church, the Orthodox recognize the work of the Holy Spirit in making 

a beginning in baptism in water in the name of the Holy Trinity.  However, this 

beginning must be brought to fulfillment in the one Church through chrismation, and 

ultimately in the ongoing reception of Holy Communion in the unity of Christ. 


