
Concerning Holy Communion: 

1. If you are a communicant member of an Orthodox parish, you are 

welcome to receive Holy Communion at Saint Mark’s.  If possible, 

and this is preferred, announce your intention to receive Communion 

to Fr. Jonathan prior to the Liturgy, or at the Chalice. 

2. If you are not a member of the Orthodox Church, please refrain from 

approaching the Chalice for Communion.  Instead, you are welcome 

to receive some of the blessed bread (antidoron) from a small side 

table, and introduce yourself to Fr. Jonathan following the Liturgy. 
 

Prayers of Holy Oblation are offered for the Health of: 
Archpr. Dimitrie     Archpr. Elias Mat. Marion Sbdn. Joseph Sbdcn. James 

Laurie   Barbara  Tanya   Nina  Eli 

Nicole & Noelle Joshua  Nick  Carolyn  Charles 

Gregory  Ricardo  Nancy  Karen  Peter 

Kay  Lydia  Mary  Mike  Patrick 

Maksim  Richard  Kathy  Dolores  John 

Zina  Melissa  Stephanie  Elena  Heather 

Nicholas  George  David  Trudy  Susan 

Frances  Alma  Vera  Joshua  Daniel 

Laura, Moriah, and Haylee, and n.b. sons; Kayleigh and n.b. daughter 

Expecting mothers and unborn children: Savannah, Wanda, and Kristen 

 

Prayers of Holy Oblation are offered in Memory of: 

 
 

August Birthdays: 
Maria Lantz (08/01)  Cathy Johns (08/01)  Cara Kulikowski (08/02)  

Trophym Mirnyi (08/02) Adaline Hastings (08/04) Ilia Vikulin (08/04) 
Michael Coliane (08/07) Jeremiah Beckwith (08/11) Eugene Bender (08/12)  

Diane Koory (08/13)  Natalya Skubey (08/13) Matthew Grayton (08/14) 

Margaret Michael (08/16) Paula Platt (08/16)  Charlotte Fussell (08/18) 
Isla Coredia (08/20)  Robert Koory (08/22)  Luodmila Podlesnykh (08/23) 

Stephany Montes (08/24) Siena Brooks (08/29)  Trudy Telychka (08/31) 

  
  

Memorial Bricks for the St. Mark Memorial Garden can be ordered 

at www.thatsmybrick.com/stmarkorthodox. You can order a 4"x 8" or 8"x8" brick with 

or without an Orthodox Cross, the number of characters vary accordingly.  If you have 

any questions about the ordering process, see Fr. Jonathan. 

 

Financial Donations can now be made via PayPal by 

clicking the link on our parish webpage, or by 

scanning this QR code. 

 

You may also mail donations to: P.O. Box 1315, 

Bradenton, FL 34206. 

 

St. Mark Orthodox Church 
1517 57th Street E 

Bradenton, FL 34208 
 

“The Messenger” 
 

V. Rev. Fr. Jonathan Cholcher 

Rector 
 

Sub-Deacon James Abraham 

Sub-Deacon Joseph McKenzie 

 

Parish Phone: (941)-749-7662 

Parish Website:  Bradentonorthodox.org 

www.facebook.com/St.MarkOrthodoxChurch 

Parish E-mail:  stmarkocarector@gmail.com 

Fr. Jonathan’s Cell: (941)-807-5393 

Usual Weekly Office Hours:   

Wed. 11 AM-1 PM & Fri. 9:00 AM to Noon 

 

This week at St. Mark 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, August 16, 2026 Tone 2 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

Translation of the Image “Not-made-by hands” from Edessa to 

Constantinople 

 

 

St. Mark is a Parish of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA) Diocese of the South 

under the leadership of Metropolitan Tikhon and Bishop Gerasim (Locum 

Tenens/Interim).  Our mission is to be a spiritual home to all who enter; to be a Christ-

like community of Orthodox Christians; to be active in worship, fellowship, and 

witness, through participation in the Sacraments to come into close union with God. 

16 Sunday 9:00 AM Pre-baptism Prayers 

9:30 AM Divine Liturgy/Baptism of  

Lucia Mae Burch 

18 Tuesday 6:30 PM Book Club (at Barnes &  

Noble Café/UTC) 

19 Wednesday 6:00 PM Vespers/Scripture Readings 

20 Thursday 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy 

  6:00 PM Parish Council 

22 Saturday 5:00 PM Great Vespers 

23 Sunday 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy 
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http://www.thatsmybrick.com/stmarkorthodox


Prokeimenon  Tone 2  (Resurrection)                                                     

The Lord is my strength and my song; / He has become my salvation.          

(Ps. 117:14) 

V. The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over to death. 

(Ps. 117:18) 

1 Corinthians 9:2-12 (Epistle)                                                                         

If I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am to you. For you are the 

seal of my apostleship in the Lord.  My defense to those who examine me 

is this:  Do we have no right to eat and drink? Do we have no right to take 

along a believing wife, as do also the other apostles, the brothers of the 

Lord, and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to 

refrain from working? Who ever goes to war at his own expense? Who 

plants a vineyard and does not eat of its fruit? Or who tends a flock and 

does not drink of the milk of the flock? Do I say these things as a mere 

man? Or does not the law say the same also? For it is written in the law 

of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain.” Is it 

oxen God is concerned about? Or does He say it altogether for our sakes? 

For our sakes, no doubt, this is written, that he who plows should plow in 

hope, and he who threshes in hope should be partaker of his hope.  If we 

have sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we reap your 

material things? If others are partakers of this right over you, are we not 

even more? Nevertheless we have not used this right, but endure all things 

lest we hinder the gospel of Christ. 

Romans 6:3-11 (Epistle, Baptism)                                                                  

Brethren: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? We were buried therefore 

with Him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the 

dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For 

if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be 

united with Him in a resurrection like His. We know that our old self was 

crucified with Him so that the sinful body might be destroyed, and we 

might no longer be enslaved to sin. For He who has died is freed from sin. 

But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 

Him. For we know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die 

again; death no longer has dominion over Him. The death He died He 

died to sin, once for all, but the life He lives He lives to God. So you also 

must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

 

 

Matthew 18:23-35 (Gospel)                                                                          

Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to 

settle accounts with his servants.  And when he had begun to settle 

accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents.  

But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with 

his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made.  The 

servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience 

with me, and I will pay you all.’  Then the master of that servant was 

moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.  But that 

servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 

hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, 

saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ So his fellow servant fell down at his feet 

and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

all.’   And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should 

pay the debt.  So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they 

were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done.  

Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked 

servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me.  Should you 

not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity 

on you?’ And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers 

until he should pay all that was due to him.  So My heavenly Father also 

will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother 

his trespasses.” 

Matthew 28:16-20 (Baptism) 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 

had directed them. And when they saw Him they worshiped Him; but 

some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, to the end of the age."  

 

Today during Divine Liturgy Lucia Mae Burch (b. July 2), daughter of Kyler 

and Andrea Burch, is baptized into Christ and received into the Body of Christ, 

the Church.  Lucia’s Godparents are Samuel and Stephany Montes.  May God 

grant the newly illumined handmaiden of God, Lucia, her Godparents, 

parents, and family many years! 

 

 



Hymns after the Entrance with the Gospel:     

Troparion  Tone 2   (Resurrection)                                                      

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life immortal, 

Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy Godhead. 

And when from the depths Thou didst raise the dead, 

all the powers of heaven cried out:// 

“O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to Thee!”  

 

Troparion Tone 2      (Image)                                                                                                                                       

We venerate Thy most pure image, O Good One;                                                                          

and ask forgiveness of our transgressions, O Christ our God.                                                            

Of Thine own will Thou wast pleased to ascend the Cross in the flesh                                                    

and deliver Thy creatures from bondage to the Enemy.                                                         

Therefore with thankfulness we cry aloud to Thee:                                                                 

“Thou hast filled all with joy, O our Savior,//                                                                              

by coming to save the world.” 

Troparia  Tone 1   (Dormition)                                                           

In giving birth thou didst preserve thy virginity.                                                                                  

In falling asleep thou didst not forsake the world, O Theotokos.                                                     

Thou wast translated to life, O Mother of Life,//                                                                          

and by thy prayers thou dost deliver our souls from death. 

Kontakion Tone 2   (Resurrection)                                              

Hell became afraid, O almighty Savior,                                                                                    

seeing the miracle of Thy Resurrection from the tomb!                                                            

The dead arose! Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced with Thee,//                                      

and the world, my Savior, praises Thee forever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 

Kontakion  Tone 2   (Image)                                                    

Uncircumscribed Word of the Father,                                                                                             

as we behold the victorious image of Thy true incarnation,                                                               

not made by hands, but divinely wrought                                                                                         

in Thine ineffable and divine dispensation towards us,//                                                               

we honor it with veneration. 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen 

Kontakion Tone 2   (Dormition)                                                        

Neither the tomb, nor death, could hold the Theotokos,                                                               

who is constant in prayer and our firm hope in her intercessions.                                                 

For being the Mother of Life,//                                                                                                        

she was translated to life by the One Who dwelt in her virginal womb. 

Immediately following each Divine Liturgy as we venerate the 

Cross, we maintain quiet during the Post-Communion Prayers, 

after which Coffee Hour will commence. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

➢ Our Parish website is www.bradentonorthodox.org.  See also 

www.facebook.com/St.MarkOrthodoxChurch. 

➢ A COFFEE HOUR VOLUNTEER CLEAN-UP LIST is located on the 

glass bookstore case in the Narthex.  Please consider helping  with Coffee 

Hour in 2025.  Speak with Cathy Johns, Marsha Blazso, or Kim Hinkle 

for more information. 

➢ Quarterly Charity (July-Sept.): Salvation Army Family Shelter (in 
Bradenton), providing a safe place and resources to families in crisis.  
Please give generously by designated check or envelope. 

➢ Debt Reduction Thermometer – on the back wall of the 

Narthex, tracking our progress in eliminating our building 

mortgage debt.  Consider how God is leading you to contribute 

to reducing our debt! 

➢ Brokerage Account at Fidelity – Saint Mark Church 

has established a brokerage account at Fidelity services.  Contact 

Evan Miller (Church Treasurer) or another Parish Council 

member for additional information, or with questions regarding the 

donation of securities. 

➢ Parish Council meets this Thursday evening, August 20, at 6:00 PM here 

at Church. 

➢ Saint Mark Craft and Bake Festival – planned for Saturday, November 

7, the Myrrhbearers are organizing the Festival to showcase our Church 

to the public.  Please sign up on the list in the Narthex if you would like 

to contribute to the Festival or volunteer with its operation. 

➢ Sunday School Planning Meeting – today following Liturgy in the north 

side room; please stay if you would like to contribute to our Sunday 

School program.  Classes for our children will resume on Sunday, 

September 13. 

➢ The Icon of Christ “Not-Made-By-Hands” – sometimes 

called The Holy Napkin (Mandylion), this particular Icon 

(Image) of the Face of Christ Jesus was made by Christ 

Himself pressing and imprinting His face to a cloth.  This 

Icon of the Face of Christ was then sent to King Abgar of 

Edessa (in Syria) for the requested healing of his servant.  

King Abgar placed this Icon in a niche above the principal city gate where 

it remained until taken to Constantinople on this date in the year 944. 

http://www.bradentonorthodox.org/

