
Concerning Holy Communion: 

1. If you are a communicant member of an Orthodox parish, you are 

welcome to receive Holy Communion at Saint Mark’s.  If possible, 

and this is preferred, announce your intention to receive Communion 

to Fr. Jonathan prior to the Liturgy, or at the Chalice. 

2. If you are not a member of the Orthodox Church, please refrain from 

approaching the Chalice for Communion.  Instead, you are welcome 

to receive some of the blessed bread (antidoron) from a small side 

table, and introduce yourself to Fr. Jonathan following the Liturgy. 
 

Prayers of Holy Oblation are offered for the Health of: 
Archpr. Dimitrie     Archpr. Elias Mat. Marion Sbdcn. Joseph Sbdcn. James 

Laurie   Barbara  Tanya   Nina  Eli 

Nicole & Noelle Joshua  Nick  Carolyn  Charles 

Gregory  Ricardo  Nancy  Karen  Peter 

Kay  Lydia  Mary  Mike  Patrick 

Maksim  Richard  Kathy  Dolores  John 

Zina  Melissa  Stephanie  Elena  Heather 

George  David  Trudy  Susan  Daniel 

Frances  Alma  Vera  Joshua  Charlotte 

Laura, Moriah, and Haylee and n.b. sons; Kayleigh and Savanah, and n.b. daughter 

Expecting mothers and unborn children: Wanda and Kristin 

 

Prayers of Holy Oblation are offered in Memory of: 
 

August Birthdays: 
Maria Lantz (08/01)  Cathy Johns (08/01)  Cara Kulikowski (08/02)  

Trophym Mirnyi (08/02) Adaline Hastings (08/04) Ilia Vikulin (08/04) 

Michael Coliane (08/07) Jeremiah Beckwith (08/11) Eugene Bender (08/12)  
Diane Koory (08/13)  Natalya Skubey (08/13) Matthew Grayton (08/14) 

Margaret Michael (08/16) Paula Platt (08/16)  Charlotte Fussell (08/18) 

Isla Coredia (08/20)  Robert Koory (08/22)  Luodmila Podlesnykh (08/23) 
Stephany Montes (08/24) Philippe Charlot (08/24) Siena Brooks (08/29)  

Trudy Telychka (08/31) 

  
  

Memorial Bricks for the St. Mark Memorial Garden can be ordered 

at www.thatsmybrick.com/stmarkorthodox. You can order a 4"x 8" or 8"x8" brick with 

or without an Orthodox Cross, the number of characters vary accordingly.  If you have 

any questions about the ordering process, see Fr. Jonathan. 

 

Financial Donations can now be made via PayPal by 

clicking the link on our parish webpage, or by 

scanning this QR code. 

 

You may also mail donations to: P.O. Box 1315, 

Bradenton, FL 34206. 

 

St. Mark Orthodox Church 
1517 57th Street E 

Bradenton, FL 34208 
 

“The Messenger” 
 

V. Rev. Fr. Jonathan Cholcher 

Rector 
 

Sub-Deacon James Abraham 

Sub-Deacon Joseph McKenzie 

 

Parish Phone: (941)-749-7662 

Parish Website:  Bradentonorthodox.org 

www.facebook.com/St.MarkOrthodoxChurch 

Parish E-mail:  stmarkocarector@gmail.com 

Fr. Jonathan’s Cell: (941)-807-5393 

Usual Weekly Office Hours:   

Wed. 11 AM-1 PM & Fri. 9:00 AM to Noon 

 

This week at St. Mark 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, August 23, 2026 Tone 3 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Leavetaking of the Dormition 

 

St. Mark is a Parish of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA) Diocese of the South 

under the leadership of Metropolitan Tikhon and Bishop Gerasim (Locum Tenens 

[interim Bishop]).  Our mission is to be a spiritual home to all who enter; to be a 

Christ-like community of Orthodox Christians; to be active in worship, fellowship, 

and witness, through participation in the Sacraments to come into close union with 

God. 

23 Sunday 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy 

26 Wednesday 6:00 PM Vespers/Scripture Readings 

27 Thursday 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy 

29 Saturday 3:00 PM Intro to Orthodoxy 

5:00 PM Great Vespers 

30 Sunday 9:00 AM Pre-baptism prayers 

9:30 AM Divine Liturgy w/Baptisms 
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http://www.thatsmybrick.com/stmarkorthodox


Prokeimenon  Tone 3  (Resurrection)                                                     

Sing praises to our God, sing praises! / Sing praises to our King, sing 

praises! (Ps. 46:6) 

V. Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! (Ps. 

46:1) 

Prokeimenon  Tone 3  (Song of the Theotokos)                                     

My soul doth magnify the Lord, / and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 

Savior. (Lk. 1:46-47) 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (Epistle)                                                                         

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, 

which also you received and in which you stand, by which also you are 

saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you – unless you 

believed in vain.  For I delivered to you first of all that which I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and 

that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the 

Scriptures, and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve.  After 

that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the 

greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep.  After 

that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles.  Then last of all He 

was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time.  For I am the least of 

the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God I am what I am, 

and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly 

than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.  

Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 

Matthew 19:16-26 (Gospel)                                                                        

Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing 

shall I do that I may have eternal life?” So He said to him, “Why do you 

call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to 

enter into life, keep the commandments.”  He said to Him, “Which ones?” 

Jesus said, “’You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ 

‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ ’Honor your 

father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’   

“The young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my 

youth. What do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, 

go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, follow Me.”  But when the young man heard that 

saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.  Then Jesus 

said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man 

to enter the kingdom of heaven.  And again I say to you, it is easier for a 

camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 

kingdom of God.  When His disciples heard it, they were greatly 

astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them 

and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things 

are possible.” 

Hymns after the Entrance with the Gospel:     

Troparion  Tone 3   (Resurrection)                                                      

Let the heavens rejoice! 

Let the earth be glad! 

For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. 

He has trampled down death by death. 

He has become the first born of the dead. 

He has delivered us from the depths of hell, 

and has granted to the world// 

great mercy. 

 

Troparion Tone 1      (Feast)                                                                                                                                       

In giving birth thou didst preserve thy virginity.                                                                        

In falling asleep thou didst not forsake the world, O Theotokos.                                              

Thou wast translated to life, O Mother of Life,//                                                                         

and by thy prayers thou dost deliver our souls from death. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 

Kontakion Tone 3   (Resurrection)                                              

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One,                                                

leading us from the gates of death.                                                                                            

On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices;                                                                                  

with the Prophets and Patriarchs//                                                                                               

they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power. 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen 

Kontakion  Tone 2   (Feast)                                                    

Neither the tomb, nor death, could hold the Theotokos,                                                              

who is constant in prayer and our firm hope in her intercessions.                                              

For being the Mother of Life,//                                                                                                    

she was translated to life by the One Who dwelt in her virginal womb. 

 

Immediately following each Divine Liturgy please maintain quiet 

as we venerate the Cross and pray the Post-Communion Prayers, 

after which Coffee Hour will commence. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

➢ Our Parish website is www.bradentonorthodox.org.  See also 

www.facebook.com/St.MarkOrthodoxChurch. 

➢ A COFFEE HOUR VOLUNTEER CLEAN-UP LIST is located 

on the serving table in the Narthex.  Also, if you would like to 

provide food for Coffee Hour, speak with Cathy Johns, Marsha 

Blazso, or Kim Hinkle for more information. 

➢ Quarterly Charity (July-Sept.): Salvation Army Family Shelter (in 
Bradenton), providing a safe place and resources for local families 
in crisis.  Please give generously by designated check or envelope. 

➢ Debt Reduction Thermometer – on the back wall 

of the Narthex, tracking our progress in eliminating our 

building mortgage debt.  Consider how God is leading you 

to contribute to reducing our debt! 

➢ Brokerage Account at Fidelity – Saint Mark 

Church has established a brokerage account at Fidelity 

services.  Contact Evan Miller (Church Treasurer) or 

another Parish Council member for additional information, or with 

questions regarding the donation of securities. 

➢ Sunday School Classes will resume on Sunday, Spetember 13.  

Three groups will meet: 1) 4-7 year-olds with Alexys Coliane; 2) 8-

12 year-olds with Nicholas Hinkle; and 3) Teens with Sbdn. James 

Abraham.  For more information on our Sunday School efforts, or 

to help, please speak with Fr. Jonathan. 

➢ Triple Baptism next Sunday, August 30: during Divine Liturgy 

Ian and Hayley McGovern’s twins, Brooks Alexander and Mason 

James (b. July 16), and Declan Allen Hastings (b. July 17), son of 

David and Moriah Hastings, will be baptized.  Participating in the 

Liturgy will be Dn. Gregory Curran, the twins’ Godfather, from 

Southbury, CT. 

➢ August 29 (Saturday), the Beheading of St. John the Baptist – 

Divine Liturgy will be served beginning at 9:30 AM. 

➢ THANK YOU to Fr. Brendan Doughtery and Fr. John Stefero for 

serving Vespers and Liturgy this weekend as Fr. Jonathan is out-of-

town on a brief vacation.  Fr. Brendan is attached to Holy Spirit 

Orthodox Church in Venice, FL; Fr. John typically serves at St. 

John Greek Orthodox Church in Tampa. 

The Dormition of the Theotokos 

 The Orthodox commemorate the Dormition (lit., Falling-

asleep) of the Theotokos Virgin Mary on August 15.  This 

commemoration is the last major Feast-day in the Church year; the first 

major Feast-day is the Nativity (Birth) of the Theotokos, September 8. 

 Several truths essential to the Orthodox Christian Faith are 

confessed at the Feast of the Dormition: 

1. The Virgin Mary was subject to bodily death herself being 

conceived and born as all of us are into a fallen, sinful 

condition (Ps. 50:7; Rom. 5:12).  Therefore the Virgin 

Mary’s righteousness was and is, as for all of us, the 

righteousness of faith in Christ (Lk. 1:38, 45, 47). 

2. The Virgin Mary is the great example of what it means to be 

a Christian through faith and devotion to Christ Jesus.  

Through faith, the Son of God was conceived and carried in 

her womb by the power of the Holy Spirit (Lk. 1:29-37; 

2:34-35, 51-52).  Through faith, her life consisted solely in 

attention to Christ: nourishing Him, pondering His ministry 

of the Kingdom of God, witnessing His Crucifixion and 

Resurrection, obeying Him (Jn. 2:5), praying to Him, and 

ultimately falling asleep in bodily death in the hope of her 

own resurrection (1 Cor. 15:19-22). 

3. The Virgin Mary is the Ark of the Covenant who bore the 

Son and Word of God in her womb.  Therefore her falling-

asleep and bodily assumption into heavenly rest three days 

later are proofs of the participation in the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ given to all who believe in Him.  

“Arise, O Lord, into Your rest, You and the ark of Your 

holiness” (Ps. 131:8). 

4. Having been translated from earth to heaven (see Gen. 

5:24), the Virgin Mary stands at the right hand of Christ the 

King (Ps. 44:9) where she is remembered “from generation 

to generation” in thanksgiving for bringing the Son of God 

into the world as a Man to save us (Ps. 44:18; Lk. 1:48-55).  

The Virgin Mary brought God to us, and now in her 

closeness to Christ brings us to God by her purity and 

prayer. 

http://www.bradentonorthodox.org/

