
Concerning Holy Communion: 

1. If you are a communicant member of an Orthodox parish, you are 

welcome to receive Holy Communion at Saint Mark’s.  If possible, 

and this is preferred, announce your intention to receive Communion 

to Fr. Jonathan prior to the Liturgy, or at the Chalice. 

2. If you are not a member of the Orthodox Church, please refrain from 

approaching the Chalice for Communion.  Instead, you are welcome 

to receive some of the blessed bread (antidoron) from a small side 

table, and introduce yourself to Fr. Jonathan following the Liturgy. 
 

Prayers of Holy Oblation are offered for the Health of: 
Archpr. Dimitrie     Archpr. Elias Mat. Marion Sbdcn. Joseph Sbdcn. James 

Laurie   Barbara  Tanya   Nina  Eli 

Nicole & Noelle Joshua  Nick  Carolyn  Charles 

Gregory  Ricardo  Nancy  Karen  Peter 

Kay  Lydia  Mary  Mike  Patrick 

Maksim  Richard  Kathy  Dolores  John 

Zina  Melissa  Stephanie  Elena  Heather 

George  David  Trudy  Susan  Daniel 

Frances  Alma  Vera  Joshua  Charlotte 

Laura and n.b. son; Kayleigh and Savanah, and n.b. daughters 

Expecting mothers and unborn children: Wanda, and Kristin 

 

Prayers of Holy Oblation are offered in Memory of: 
 

 

September Birthdays: 
Jessie Insley (09/07)  Ulicer Mora (09/09)  Talia Button (09/13)  

Bryan Ewers, Sr. (09/17) Laurie Kohanik (09/20) Vladimir Jebelev (09/21) 

Warren Caterson (09/23) Larissa Ciampa (09/26) Natalie Aluzzo (09/26)  
George Cordero (09/27)  

 

Memorial Bricks for the St. Mark Memorial Garden can be ordered 

at www.thatsmybrick.com/stmarkorthodox. You can order a 4"x 8" or 8"x8" brick with 

or without an Orthodox Cross, the number of characters vary accordingly.  If you have 

any questions about the ordering process, see Fr. Jonathan. 

 

Financial Donations can now be made via PayPal by 

clicking the link on our parish webpage, or by scanning this 

QR code. 

 

You may also mail donations to: P.O. Box 1315, 

Bradenton, FL 34206. 
 

To donate Securities into our Fidelity Brokerage Account, see Evan Miller 

(Parish Treasurer). 

See our Debt Reduction Thermometer in the Narthex to track the elimination of 

our mortgage debt. 

St. Mark Orthodox Church 
1517 57th Street E 

Bradenton, FL 34208 
 

“The Messenger” 
 

V. Rev. Fr. Jonathan Cholcher 

Rector 
 

Sub-Deacon James Abraham 

Sub-Deacon Joseph McKenzie 

 

Parish Phone: (941)-749-7662 

Parish Website:  Bradentonorthodox.org 

www.facebook.com/St.MarkOrthodoxChurch 

Parish E-mail:  stmarkocarector@gmail.com 

Fr. Jonathan’s Cell: (941)-807-5393 

Usual Weekly Office Hours:   

Wed. 11 AM-1 PM & Fri. 9:00 AM to Noon 

 

This week at St. Mark 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, August 30, 2026 Tone 4 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Afterfeast of the Beheading of The Forerunner; Sts. Alexander, John, 

and Paul, Patriarchs of Constsantinople 

 

St. Mark is a Parish of the OCA Diocese of the South under the leadership of 

Metropolitan Tikhon and Archbishop Alexander.  Our mission is to be a spiritual 

home to all who enter; to be a Christ-like community of Orthodox Christians; to be 

active in worship, fellowship, and witness, through participation in the Sacraments to 

come into close union with God. 

30 Sunday 9:00 AM Pre-Baptism prayers 

9:30 AM Divine Liturgy w/Baptisms  

of Brooks and Mason  

McGovern, and Declan 

Hastings 

1  Tuesday 6:30 PM Book Club (UTC) 

2  Wednesday 6:00 PM Vespers/Scripture Readings 

3  Thursday 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy 

5  Saturday 3:00 PM Intro to Orthodoxy 

  5:00 PM Great Vespers 

6  Sunday 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
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http://www.thatsmybrick.com/stmarkorthodox


Prokeimenon  Tone 4  (Resurrection)                                                     

O Lord, how manifold are Thy works; / in wisdom hast Thou made them all.   

(Ps. 103:26) 

V. Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord, my God, Thou art very great! (Ps. 

103:1) 

1 Corinthians 16:13-24 (Epistle)                                                            

Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.  Let all that you do be 

done with love.  I urge you, brethren – you know the household of 

Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted 

themselves to the ministry of the saints – that you also submit to such, and 

to everyone who works and labors with us.  I am glad about the coming 

of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, for what was lacking on your 

part they supplied.  For they refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore 

acknowledge such men.  The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and 

Priscilla greet you heartily in the Lord, with the church that is in their 

house.  All the brethren greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss.  

The salutation with my own hand – Paul’s.  If anyone does not love the 

Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, come! The grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

Romans 6:3-11 (Epistle, Baptism)                                                                 

Brethren: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? We were buried therefore 

with Him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the 

dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For 

if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be 

united with Him in a resurrection like His. We know that our old self was 

crucified with Him so that the sinful body might be destroyed, and we 

might no longer be enslaved to sin. For He who has died is freed from sin. 

But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 

Him. For we know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die 

again; death no longer has dominion over Him. The death He died He 

died to sin, once for all, but the life He lives He lives to God. So you also 

must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

Matthew 21:33-42 (Gospel)                                                                        

Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a 

vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a 

tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country.  Now 

when vintage time drew near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that 

they might receive its fruit.  And the vinedressers took his servants, beat 

one, killed one, and stoned another.  Again he sent other servants, more 

than the first, and they did likewise to them.  Then last of all he sent his 

son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’  But when the 

vinedressers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. 

Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’  So they took him and cast 

him out of the vineyard and killed him.  Therefore, when the owner of the 

vineyard comes, what will he do to those vinedressers?” They said to Him, 

“He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease his vineyard to 

other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.”  

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone 

which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This was 

the LORD’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

Matthew 28:16-20 (Baptism) 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 

had directed them. And when they saw Him they worshiped Him; but 

some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, to the end of the age."  

+  +  + 

Today during Divine Liturgy, Brooks Alexander and Mason James 

McGovern (b. 7/16), and Declan Allen Hastings (b. 7/17) are baptized into 

Christ and received into the Communion of the Church.  Brooks and Mason 

are sons of Ian and Hayley McGovern, and Godsons of Dn. Gregory and Mary 

Ann Curran.  Declan is the son of David and Moriah Hastings, and Godson of 

Daniel Cholcher and Danielle Gregorino.  God grant the newly illumined 

servants of God: Brooks, Mason, and Declan; their Godparents, parents, and 

families, many years! 

Godparents, or Sponsors, at Baptism are Orthodox persons who can vouch 

for the one(s) being baptized, that their confession of Faith and intent to 

persevere as a disciple of Christ are genuine.  Especially for infants, 

Godparents pledge to pray for and assist in their upbringing as children of God 

in the communion of the Church. 

Immediately following each Divine Liturgy as we venerate the 

Cross, please maintain quiet as we pray the Post-Communion 

Prayers, after which Coffee Hour will commence. 

 



Hymns after the Entrance with the Gospel:     

Troparion  Tone 4   (Resurrection)                                                      

When the women disciples of the Lord 

learned from the angel the joyous message of Thy Resurrection, 

they cast away the ancestral curse 

and elatedly told the apostles: 

“Death is overthrown! 

Christ God is risen,// 

granting the world great mercy!” 

 

Troparion Tone 4       (St. Mark)                                                                                                                                       

From your childhood the light of truth enlightened you, O Mark                                                                                                                        

And you loved the labor of Christ the Savior                                                                                                                         

Therefore you followed Peter with zeal                                                                                                                              

And served Paul well as a fellow laborer//                                                                                                                        

And you enlighten the world with your Holy Gospel. 

 

Troparion Tone 2     (Forerunner)                                                                                                                                      

The memory of the righteous is celebrated with hymns of praise,                                                

but the Lord’s testimony is sufficient for thee, O Forerunner.                                                         

Thou wast shown in truth to be the most honorable of the Prophets,                                             

for thou wast deemed worthy to baptize in the streams of the Jordan Him Whom they 

foretold.                                                                                                                                     

Therefore, having suffered for the truth with joy,                                                                       

thou didst proclaim to those in hell God Who appeared in the flesh,                                          

Who takes away the sin of the world//                                                                                         

and grants us great mercy. 

Troparion Tone 4   (Sts. Alexander, John, and Paul)                                                                      

O God of our Fathers,                                                                                                               

always act with kindness towards us;                                                                                            

take not Thy mercy from us,                                                                                                          

but guide our lives in peace//                                                                                                  

through the prayers of the Patriarchs Alexander, John, and Paul! 

Kontakion Tone 4   (Resurrection)                                              

My Savior and Redeemer                                                                                                            

as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from their chains.                                  

He has shattered the gates of hell,                                                                                                

and as Master,//                                                                                                                             

He has risen on the third day! 

Kontakion  Tone 2   (St. Mark)  

You did receive the grace of the Spirit from on high 

Destroying the snares of the orators 

You did hunt all the nations O Apostle 

And led them to your Master// 

O glorious Mark the preacher of the Gospel of God. 
 

Kontakion  Tone 5   (Forerunner)     

The glorious beheading of the Forerunner 

became an act of divine dispensation, 

for he preached to those in hell the coming of the Savior. 

Let Herodias lament, for she entreated lawless murder, 

loving not the Law of God, nor eternal life,// 

but that which is false and temporal. 

                                                
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 

Kontakion Tone 8   (Sts. Alex ander, John, Paul)                   

Set a flame by the love of Christ, O glorious ones,                                                                            

you took up the yoke of His precious Cross, revealing yourselves as followers in His footsteps 

by your way of life,                                                                                                                       

and you became partakers of His divine glory,                                                                      

divinely-wise Alexander, with wonderful John and glorious Paul.//                                            

As you stand before His throne, earnestly pray for our souls! 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen 

Theotokion Tone 6 

Steadfast Protectress of Christians 

Constant Advocate before the Creator 

Despise not the cries of us sinners 

But in your goodness come speedily to help us who call on you in faith 

Hasten to hear our petitions and to intercede for us, O Theotokos// 

For you always protect those who honor you! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

➢ Our Parish website is www.bradentonorthodox.org.  See also 

www.facebook.com/St.MarkOrthodoxChurch. 

➢ A COFFEE HOUR VOLUNTEER LIST is located on the serving table 

in the Narthex.  Speak with Cathy Johns, Marsha Blazso, or Kim Hinkle 

for more information, to provide food, or to help in any way. 

➢ Quarterly Charity (July-Sept.): Salvation Army Family Shelter (in 
Bradenton), providing crucial resources and safety for families in crisis.  
Please give generously by designated check or envelope. 

➢ The Church New Year is this coming Tuesday, September 1. 

➢ Book Club meets this Tuesday evening at 6:30 PM at the Barnes & Noble 

Café in UTC (Sarasota).  All are welcome to join the discussion. 

➢ The first major Feast Day of the Church Year is the Nativity (Birth) of 

the Theotokos on September 8 (next week). 

➢ Sunday School Classes will resume on September 13 following Divine 

Liturgy.  4-7 year-olds will meet on the area rug in the northeast corner of 

the Nave, led by Alexys Coliane.  8-12 year-olds will meet in the north 

(copier) side room, led by Nicholas Hinkle.  Teens will meet in the south 

(office) side room, led by Sbdn. James Abraham.  May God bless our 

efforts in the instruction of our children in the Orthodox Christian Faith.  

Speak with Fr. Jonathan to help or clarify any issues with the program. 

http://www.bradentonorthodox.org/

